
Visual Art 1 Syllabus 
 
 

Art isn’t merely about pretty things; it is about seeing, experiencing, and 
understanding the world around us and then being uninhibited enough to express 
our most intimate discoveries. 
 
Instructor:  Tara Maikranz 
Length: 36 weeks 
Room:  116 
 
Welcome to Visual Art!  I intend for this class to be both educational and 
enjoyable.  I expect for each student to come in with an open mind and a willingness 
to put forth their best effort. This course will provide the student with problem 
solving and critical thinking skills they will utilize the rest of their lives. I am sure 
that each student will find this course of both educational and personal value if 
he/she strives for great academic and individual success.  I am looking forward to a 
productive and edifying year with each of you! 
 
Course Description: 
This course is a prerequisite for other art courses.  It provides instruction in 
varied art areas with emphasis on basic drawing, painting, 3D media, and 
composition as well as the elements of art and principles of design.  Art history and 
criticism will also be emphasized along with an introduction to visual art careers. 
 
Text:  
The textbook will not be used on a daily basis and will remain in the class room, but 
will be available to check out on an as needed basis. 
 
Materials Needed:  

 Spiral bound sketch book- 9x12 or 8x10 with pockets inside 
 Drawing pencils 
 Erasers- kneaded, gum, or white 
 Crayola Colored pencils- 24 colors 
 Paintbrushes- at least 3 round and at least 3 flat in varying sizes 0-8, and a 1 

inch or 1½ inch wash brush 
 2 Black extra fine point sharpies 

 
****Students may be asked to purchase additional supplies as needed for projects. 
 



****If finances prevent you from providing these materials please indicate so at 
the end of the syllabus and I will attempt to secure supplies for you from the Youth 
Services Center!! 
 
Minimum proficiency requirements:   

 Describe the impact (or results) of the artists use of principles and 
elements on the viewer. 

 Apply various elements and principles to own work in successful compositions. 
 Effectively communicate thoughts and ideas through verbal and written 

critiques . 
 Effectively communicate thoughts and ideas through art works. 
 Master use of a variety of two and three dimensional media. 
 Gather, synthesize, and evaluate information and communicate it in a variety 

of ways.  
 Use technology effectively.  
 Utilize written material to understand the aesthetic and historical value in 

art. 
 Develop and apply problem-solving skills independently and in collaboration 

with others.  
 Produce original and creative work. 

Classroom expectations: 
 
FIVE A’s 
Attempt it yourself 
Ask 3 before me 
Assert your voice 
Allow for mistakes 
Always improve 
 
Five B’s 
Be here 
Be working 
Be respectful 
Be responsible 
Be original 
 
Additional expectations of student behavior that must be met in order for our 
classroom to maintain a positive learning environment: 

 Arrive to class ON TIME each and every day with appropriate materials and 
ready to work. 



 Our time is very limited. Please be in your seat and ready to work when the 
bell rings.  

 Be attentive, quiet, and follow directions. No talking while instruction is 
being given. 

 Respectfully give opinions and listen to the opinions of others. 
 The art classroom is continuously filled with the work and materials of 

others. It may be tempting to pick up and admire the work but please 
refrain from doing so. There is no reason for work getting broken. If it is 
not yours, don’t touch it. 

 This is a very small room for 28 students to be working in. To avoid chaos, 
please only get out of your seat to retrieve supplies.  

 Do not touch any of the ceramics tools or materials!!!!!! 
 Some of the materials used in this room are toxic if ingested or inhaled so it 

is also particularly important that we keep the room clean. You are 
responsible for cleaning your work area everyday!  

 Remain on task and complete all assigned work to the very best of your 
ability. 

 All school rules will be followed in this classroom!! See handbook for details.  
 Do not begin cleaning up until 5 minutes before the bell. This class is 50 

minutes long and you are expected to be working at least 45 of them!!!!!! We 
need all the time we have! 

 
These expectations can be summed up in one simple sentence. 
Be respectful to yourself, others, and property. Disrespect in any form will not 
be tolerated!    
 
Early Finishers: 
Students work at different paces. In a studio class there are always those who 
finish their projects before others. There are always follow up projects for those 
fast workers. So take your time and always give your very best work. If you happen 
to finish early, it is your best work, and I accept it, you will have the opportunity to 
expand on the current topic. 
  
Attendance/Make-up work: 
Regular attendance is a crucial element in determining success in this class. A good 
portion of the student’s grade is based on participation in classroom discussions and 
activities. It is not possible to make up participation points. Because of the nature 
of a studio class, excessive absences will greatly affect your grade. All work must 
be done in class and if you are not here to do it, your grade will reflect that. In the 
event an occasional absence does occur, it is the student’s responsibility to ask the 
instructor for any missed notes or written assignments. The student must get any 
notes from a classmate. The student will have the number of days missed plus one 



to turn in any written make up work if the absence is excused (e.g. if the student is 
absent one day he/she will have two days to make up work, if the student is absent 
four days he/she will have five days to make up the work missed).  If the absence 
is unexcused no make up work will be accepted. There will be no extensions given 
for project due dates regardless of the number of days missed. Projects have to be 
turned in on critique day! This applies to excused or unexcused absences!  
 
 
Late Work: 
It is extremely important to have assignments completed on time. In a class that 
involves a large amount of group discussion and critiques late assignments keep the 
entire class from progressing and only make you further behind on the next 
assignment. If a certain number of class periods are set aside for presentations, no 
late presentations will be accepted after those set number of class periods. This 
does not apply to project due dates. ALL projects are to be turned in the day of 
the critique. Habitually turning in late work will result in disciplinary action as 
well as a zero tolerance policy (late work of any kind will no longer be accepted).  
 
Extra credit work 
Extra credit opportunities may be available to the entire class throughout the 
grading term. There will be NO individual extra credit work given. Students need 
to keep up with assignments throughout the year. Do not expect to be given 
additional work near the end of the grading period to raise your grade before 
report cards go out. This would be unfair to the rest of the class and it will not 
happen. 
 
Grading System:   
The student will primarily be graded on participation, projects, discussions, quizzes 
and writings. The midterm and final will be comprehensive and include both a 
written and production portion.  Most assignments will be returned to students with 
a percentage grade on them. This does not mean that a 100% on a homework 
assignment will be worth the same as a 100% on an exam. Each type of assignment 
will be weighted differently. (Example: It takes four quiz grades to equal one test 
grade.) The following is a list of the types assignments that will be used in 
determining the final grade for the course. The number following the item is the 
weight that particular item will carry.  

 Tests and Projects = x 1  
 Quizzes and Sketchbook = x .25 
 Classwork and Class Participation = x .1 

 



Student projects will be graded on the FIVE C’s; craftsmanship, composition, 
criterion, content, and care. Group critiques and individual writings will be utilized 
to reflect on these elements. 
 
**Again, participation and effort are a large percentage of your grade 
in this class so it is imperative that you are here everyday, give your 
best effort everyday, and complete all assignments on time if you intend 
to pass this class!! 
 
Grading Scale: 
 A=90-100% 
 B=80-89% 
 C=70-79% 
 D=60-69% 
 F=59%-below 
 
Units of Study: 

 Elements and Principles Overview 
 Art Criticism 
 Contour Line 
 Negative/Positive Space 
 Perspective 
 Value, Shape vs. Form 
 Proportion/Portraiture 
 Color Theory 
 Composition in 3 dimensional art 
 Art History 
 Art Careers  

 
Contact Information:  
Email- tara.maikranz@ohio.kyschools.us **this is the best and fastest way to 
reach me 
Phone- 274-3366, ext. 116 
Planning- 3rd period, 9:50-10:40am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please detach, sign, and return by August 11th:                 August 06, 2011                           
 
Dear parent or guardian, 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome you and your child to this class.  I 
am looking forward to an enjoyable and rewarding school year. Please take a moment 
to read through this syllabus and make yourself familiar with the objectives, 
requirements, and expectations of this course. If at any time you have questions or 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. You are a big portion of your child’s 
success!   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Tara Maikranz 
 
I have read the objectives, requirements, and expectations for this course. 
 
__________________________________Student Signature 
 
 
__________________________________Student e-mail address/cell  
 
 
__________________________________Parent/Guardian Signature 
 
 
__________________________________Parent/Guardian e-mail address/cell 
 
*It is very important you provide me with an e-mail address or cell phone number if 
you prefer texting. This will be the fastest and easiest way for me to contact you 
should the need arise. I like to recognize students for their efforts in the 
classroom and this is a great way for me to share their good deeds and growth with 
you. 
 
Is there anything you would like me to know about your child? 


